an ordinary oﬃce

A community of all abilities, praying together daily
Dave here from Disability and Jesus, saying a daily office of one form
or another has been part of my daily routine for 40yrs.
I find that it grounds me. There have been long periods in my life,
sometimes lasting for years where it has felt like God is simply not
there. My daily office has been like writing a letter home whilst
working away. I have missed God but even in those times when he
has felt distant or not there at all, I have prayed my office, sending
my love back home , telling him my news, promising him my love,
asking for love in return and hoping to be reunited soon.
I think many disabled people have this sense of being in some way
estranged from God, they’re sending letters home and feeling like
they are receiving no reply.
I want to create an office we can all say together, so that even in that
loneliness we can know we are together. Alone together! There is a
comfort in that place.
I feel strongly that modern church has forgotten things like lament,
the desert experience, the dark night of the soul.
Even in these long periods of loneliness from God I’ve been
sustained by the occasional mountain top experience, a thin place, a
prophetic word, the kindness of a stranger.
It is music, art, literature, the Celtic saints, the desert fathers, catholic
traditions and the theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer that have
sustained me, I make no apology for the influence they have had on
this project but pray that they bring you as much comfort as they
have me.
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Let me try and explain my idea of an online office.
There are several examples of online church out there already,
those that exist show little or no regard to their physical or
intellectual accessibility. Then we have found one or two others
that are so specific to to one particular disability that they are in
danger of simply becoming a ghetto for those with an interest in
that disability and not of interest to the wider church community
and therefor further isolating the very people they set out to help.
What I’m trying to envision is an online community with a cross
section of people from across the church, not just disabled
people but everyone.
What I know from what our Twitter following is telling us, a
following now approaching 11000, is that there are huge
numbers of people who for whatever reason, not just disability,
feel spiritually isolated. These people are already aware of what
other online prayer sites are out there, these sites are failing to
give them an experience of feeling part of a wider community,
something of the feeling they would expect to get from being
part of a physical church community.
What I am most definitely not trying to do is to create a space for
disabled people only. It must be a space attractive to and used
by everyone in order that disabled people feel integrated in to a
church community that is way bigger than just their disability
group.
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In order to achieve this I have set up a little working group.
Together we have written two very simple, yet we hope inspiring
liturgies for both day and night prayer, available in three formats,
clear print, audio and Makaton. Users participation will be logged
and counted, the count being on display so that users can see how
many others have taken part in that session alongside them.
We hope to add a midday and an evening session in the future.
As I’ve said we have written the two main liturgies, we have also
registered the domain and work has begun on the design of the site
it’s self.
Each session, both morning and night will have a short reflection
that could be a song, a video personation, a scripture or other
reading etc. In total we need 740 of these, we are looking for
contributions in this area.
Each session will also end with a blessing which will rotate on a
monthly basis so we need 62 of these, 31 each for both day and
night.
If you want to know more.
If you feel you can help.
If you want to support the project in some other way.
Please contact Dave Lucas
Tel: 07703 347107
Email: dave@disabilityandjesus.org.uk

This slide and the next are examples of how the site may look

